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wards them. The workers were too late, Malakhov reached them first. He delivered  a passionate speech,  caused  the soldiers to waver, surrounded them with dragoons, marched them off to barracks and locked them in. Malakhov reached the soldiers, we did not, although within two days, 150,000 men had risen at our call, and these could and should have organized the patrolling of the streets. Malakhov surround* ed the soldiers with dragoons, whereas  we failed to surround the Malakhovs with bomb-throwers. We could and should have done this; and long ago the Social-Democratic press (the old Ishra) pointed out that it was pur duty during an uprising to exterminate ruthlessly all the civil and military clhiefs. What took place on Bolshaya Serpukhov-skaya Street was apparently in its main features repeated in front of the Nesvrzhsky Barracks and the Krtititsky Barracks, and when the workers attempted to "call out" the Ekaterino-slav Regiment, and when delegates were sent to the sappers in Alexandrov, and when .the Rostov artillery on its way to Moscow was turned back, and when the sappers were dis-.armed in> Kolomna, and so forth. When the uprising began we proved "unequal to our task in the fight for the wavering troops.
December confirmed another of Marx's profound propositions, which the opportunists have forgotten, namdiy, that insurrection is an art, and that the principal rule of this art is that a' desperately bold and irrevocably determined offensive must foe waged. We have not sufficiently assimilated this truth. We have not sufficiently learnt ourselves, nor have we taught the masses this art, this rule to attack, come what may. We must make up for this with all our energy. It is not enough to take sides on the question of political slogans; it is also necessary to take sides on the question of armed insurrection. Those wiho are opposed to it, those who do not prepare for it, must be ruthlessly dismissed from the ranks of the supporters of the revolution, packing to its enemies, to the traitors OT cx>waiH3^; for